
This includes its new line of “SitOnIt” chairs, sofas, and tables. Graphics Gallery is the first firm in the
U.S. and Canada to offer the modular line of furniture which was developed in France. The printable
furniture makes it ideal for trade shows, especially since graphics can be updated as needed.

Michael Elrod and Steve Samuel founded the business in 1987 and expanded it in 1998 into
what has become a 12,000-square-foot facility on Nuckols Road. “We’ve built our reputation around the
need for high-quality work delivered on a fast-turnaround basis,” Elrod says. “Whether you have a
unique, single project or need 100 large-format graphics for a one-time event, Graphics Gallery has the
printing process to get it done,” adds Samuel. 

The technological and artistic wizardry at Graphics Gallery is something to behold. On any given
day, you’ll see work in progress for museums, such as the National Archives, for corporate environments,

such as a massive panorama for Ukrop’s new corporate headquarters, for trade shows, and for point-
of-purchase displays and retail signage.

Want to print a photograph on the uneven surface of a six-panel door? Graphics Gallery will
show you how they did it. They also can show you how to make a magnetic sign stick to a plaster wall
and how ceiling tiles can be printed in dazzling full-color.

Equipment and capabilities are impressive. Elrod and Samuel are proudest of the 50-inch
Lambda digital laser printer, the only one like it in the area. It has a proven track record of producing
superior color saturation and photographic-quality images up to continuous tone resolution. This
makes it ideal for museum graphics as well as for backlit signs, dioramas, wall murals, trade show back-
drops, etc. It uses a “wet process” similar to that used in conventional film processing, and the Lambda

can print on a wide range of stocks, including
paper, flexible materials and film.

An 80-inch VUTEk PressVu digital inkjet
flatbed printer with UV curing prints rigid and
flexible materials up to 1.75 inches thick, such
as Plexiglas, Foamcore, corrugated box mate-
rial, wallpaper, wood and coated paperboard.
Other inkjet printers (60- and 72-inch) handle
up to six colors on roll-fed stock.

Digital cutters and routers are controlled
by computer and can cut, score, or rout mate-
rial to 1.5 inches thick and 58 inches wide. Intri-
cate shapes can be cut without making a
traditional die-cutting plate, which is impor-
tant if you need just one die-cut corrugated
box, as did one customer. Routing of logos,
letters, or images on material such as acrylic
can create an “etching” effect. 

Graphic Gallery is a member of GIGA,
the prestigious Global Imaging and Graphics
Association. Membership is by invitation.
There are members located around the world,
but Graphics Gallery is one of only three in
North America. It was at a recent GIGA
meeting in Italy that Elrod learned about
“SitOnIt” furniture.
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Steve Samuel [left] and Michael Elrod founded the business
in 1987 and expanded it in 1998 into what has become a
12,000-square-foot facility on Nuckols Road. 

Graphics Gallery Graphics Gallery is a specialist in printing high-quality,
large-image graphics on just about anything.
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It helps education and not-for-profit clients
manage legal and compliance issues more
effectively, advises women and minority busi-
ness owners on business development, strategic

alliances and government contracting, and it provides strategic
legislative services and public policy advice to government and not-
for-profit organizations and trade associations. In addition, it
advises candidates and campaign managers on strategy and team-
building, and it advises elected officials about public policy issues,
including redistricting, and about caucus operations.

This may appear to be a tall order for any consulting firm—
until you look at the credentials of its principal, Claire Guthrie
Gastañaga, esquire.

She has more than 25 years of legal and government rela-
tions experience at federal, state and local levels. This includes
service as chief of staff and counsel to the speaker of the Virginia
House of Delegates, as legislative counsel to the Democratic leader
and House Democratic caucus, counsel to the House Courts of
Justice Committee and the House Committee on Finance, and as
redistricting counsel to the Joint Democratic Caucus and the
Virginia Legislative Black Caucus.

From 1986 to 1994 she was chief deputy attorney general
and deputy attorney general of the Human and Natural Resources
Division of the Virginia Attorney General’s office. In 2002, the
governor appointed her to a four-year term as one of the state’s

Commissioners on Higher Education of the States. To this position,
she brought experience as a trustee of Chatham College and as the
college’s interim president in 1982-83, a year in which the college
overcame a serious budget deficit, implemented a new core
curriculum, and reduced the size of its faculty and staff. She also
served as assistant university counsel at Princeton, and as assistant
general counsel at the American Council on Education.

At the local level, Richmond City Council appointed
Gastañaga to the Commission on ReEngineering City Government,
to the Commission on Government, which examined the city’s
governance structure, and to the board of the Richmond Metropol-
itan Convention and Visitors Bureau.

Among clients she represents before the General Assembly
are Equality Virginia, the Virginia Coalition of Latino Organizations,
and the Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Action Alliance. She
is an advocate for fair contracting and equal opportunity for
women and minority business owners.

In 2003, Gastañaga was selected as the SBA’s Virginia Women
in Business Advocate of the Year, and in 2004 was recognized as
Chapter Public Policy Advocate of the Year by the National Associa-
tion of Women Business Owners. She was honored as one of the
first two “Fellows” of the National Association of College and Univer-
sity Attorneys in 1988. And she has been honored three times as a
Pacesetter at the annual Southern Women in Public Service Confer-
ence sponsored by the Stennis Center for Public Service.

CG2 Consulting

I N N O V A T O R S
Woman-owned CG2 Consulting’s services are wide-ranging.

Gastañaga has more than 25 years of legal
and government relations experience at

federal, state and local levels.
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